
Ambassador concerned by Germans’ views 
of Israel 
Frankfurt. The Israeli ambassador to Germany, Yoram Ben-Zeev, criticizes the 
discrepancy between the federal government’s Israel policy and the way his 
country is seen by the German public. Speaking on Sunday at an Israel congress in 
Frankfurt am Main, Ben-Zeev said that Germany was Israel’s closest ally after the 
USA and that the two states were in complete agreement on key political questions. 
At the same time, Ben-Zeev said, he was seeing a tendency both amongst Germans 
at large and in the media to “delegitimize” his country. Charlotte Knobloch, 
president of the Central Council of Jews in Germany, joined him at the congress in 
appealing for support for Israel. 

The background to, and facts concerning, the Middle East confl ict were unknown 
to many Germans, the ambassador said. As a vibrant and stable democracy, 
he added, Israel had no choice but to secure the long-term defense of its 
achievements against threats from its neighbors. Iran was in the process of 
developing nuclear weapons and was constantly extending its infl uence in the 
Middle East, he said. His country accepted criticism of its settlement policy, he 
went on, adding however, that “a friendship cannot be based on criticism but only 
on mutual trust”. He gave his assurance that it remained the primary aim of Israeli 
policy to bring about a permanent end to the Palestinian confl ict.

The ambassador referred to the signifi cance of the planned November visit to Israel 
by German president Christian Wulff. Notwithstanding a few isolated reservations, 
his country had hopes for the visit, he said. The Israeli media had however voiced 
criticism of Wulff’s plan to make the trip nothing more than an opportunity for the 
two sides to get to know one another rather than a full state visit.

Knobloch: Israel in the sights of terrorists
Speaking in Frankfurt, president of the Central Council of Jews in Germany Charlotte 
Knobloch described the German media’s perspective on Palestine as “utterly wrong-
headed”. Israel was even being viewed as a threat to world peace, she said, obliging 
her to ask whether everyone had “gone crazy”. Israel was in the terrorists’ cross-
hairs every single day, she said, but the community of Western states was being led 
around by the nose by Iran. “German and European Jews are needed more urgently 
than ever as bridge builders to give a fair account of the causes and effects of the 
Middle East confl ict,” Knobloch said. 

Green politicians booed
Leader of the Greens in Germany’s Bundestag or lower house of parliament, Volker 
Beck stressed that in Germany it was not easy to come down on Israel’s side in the 
debate. Provoking whistles and boos, he said: “Not every politically understandable 
decision made by Israel is also a wise decision.”

Jewish and Christian organizations and German-Israeli societies from across 
Germany converged on Frankfurt at the weekend to take part in the fi rst German 
Israel Congress. Some 1,000 debaters and spectators at the event wanted to 
demonstrate their joint solidarity with Israel. (dapd)

Source: NH24, October 31, 2010, Nordhessische.de Nachrichten, 
http://www.nh24.de/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=38258:
botschafter-besorgt-ueber-israel-bild-in-deutschland&catid=22:allgemein&Itemid=59

Impressions and voices from the press



Israel activists to set up a Germany-wide 
network

Frankfurt/Main (ms) – The friends of Israel want in future to improve their 
networking in Germany in order to sway public opinion in favor of the Jewish state. 
This was the result of the “First German Israel Congress” that took place on Sunday 
in Frankfurt am Main. The representatives of some 80 Christian, Jewish and political 
organizations also want to apply pressure on the federal government to take a 
sterner line on the Iranian nuclear program.

The prelude to the congress proper included a Saturday evening discussion on 
“strategies of solidarity with Israel”. The provisional answer was quickly agreed and 
was announced by Michael Spaney of the Middle East Freedom Forum Berlin: The 
intention was to organize the German friends of Israel into six regional fora in order 
to provide a more robust defense of the Jewish state and to rebut any actions and 
statements directed against Israel and motivated by anti-Semitism. An address 
list had been created and the fi rst regional meetings were soon to take place. 
These fi rst organizational steps were shared on Saturday evening with around 100 
participants from the inner circle. 

1,100 people attended the congress 
Frankfurt’s Titusforum was accordingly bursting at the seams. Some 1,100 people 
had a long wait at security checks prior to fi ling in to fi ll the hall and foyer. One 
of them was Dr. Eva Schulz-Jander. The American living in Kassel is managing 
director of the Gesellschaft für Christlich-Jüdische Zusammenarbeit (society for 
Christian-Jewish cooperation) in the town on the Fulda and executive member of the 
organization’s coordinating committee in Germany. What she hopes to gain from the 
congress is a signal of political will to support Israel, “a great wave of sympathy”. 

“Look closely at the actual facts” 
Schulz-Jander would also like to see the emergence of a better culture of discussion 
where Israel is concerned. “This entails looking closely at the actual facts,” she told 
Nordhessische.de. Israelis are living with a constantly simmering confl ict with some 
of their neighbors, she added, which Europeans fi nd impossible to understand. 
Added to the mix, she went on, was the threat from Iran, whose regime has 
authorized work on a nuclear bomb. With all this in mind, she said, some of the 
advice being given to Israel from a safe distance by some observers was misplaced. 

This is a view shared by the administrative director of the association “Christen an 
der Seite Israels” (“Christians at Israel’s side”), Martin Lehmann. The committed 
Christian lives in Zierenberg and was to be found behind his association’s stand 
in the foyer of the Titusforum on Sunday. The Christian activists want to use their 
bimonthly free journal “Israelaktuell”, with its print run of 30,000, to provide 
information on Israeli politics, Jewish society and the Christian view of the Middle 
Eastern state. His association has until now been advocating the Jewish state 
mainly among Christians, Lehmann told Nordhessische.de. “We’re now using this 
congress to open up and to continue to network”. 

“German parliamentarians visited Holocaust denier” 
Speaking at one of the many podium discussions taking place in the Titusforum’s 
main hall, political scientist Matthias Küntzel was vocal in his condemnation of an 
October 2010 visit to Iran by a group of German parliamentarians. Deputies of the 
left-wing parties were singled out for particular criticism. “What we witnessed here 
for the fi rst time was court being paid to the Holocaust deniers,” Küntzel said. He 
saw it as a scandal and a low point in left-wing German politics that there had been 
no protest from within their own ranks against the visit by “leading lights” Claudia 
Roth (the Greens) and Lukrezia Jochimsen (Linke) to the Holocaust deniers in Iran. 
Dieter Graumann, deputy president of the Central Council of Jews in Germany, 
intervened with an objection: “Be fair, all the parties were involved, not just the left.” 
The objection was accepted by Küntzel

Tough discussions with members of the lower house of parliament 
Things only came to the boil when deputies from the CDU and the Greens, 
along with a former SPD deputy to the Bundestag, took questions from the 
fl oor. The friends of Israel resent the fact that the politicians voted unanimously 
for a resolution calling for a relaxation of the blockade of the Gaza Strip. The 
parliamentarians who had just climbed onto the podium may have been at the 



Israel-friendly end of the spectrum, but this didn’t stop them having to bear the 
brunt of the displeasure felt by some of the participants at the congress – even 
down to the accusation that the majority of members of the Bundestag were anti-
Semites: an insinuation that was immediately and fl atly rejected by CDU deputy 
Gitta Connemann. Former CDU deputy to the European Parliament Lothar Klein 
did however admit that many politicians tended to align their views with published 
opinion. Klein’s assessment was that they were afraid of siding with Israel for fear of 
losing votes. 

Dressing-down for Green party deputies 
The suspicion that politicians might also come in for a grilling at future Israel 
congresses was fed right from the start in the opening remarks made by congress 
organizer Sacha Stawski from the “I like Israel” association. When Volker Beck, 
Green party deputy in the Bundestag, addressed what was in his view the poor state 
of supplies to the Palestinians of the Gaza Strip, he was subjected to protests from 
the audience. He had hardly fi nished speaking before Stawski came to the lectern 
to issue a rebuttal. Criticism was not the fi rst ingredient of a friendship, he said. 

Many debaters saw a key to Middle East peace in the nuclear disarmament of 
Iran and the terror organizations in the Gaza Strip and Lebanon supported by her 
Islamist regime. The constant refrain was that settlement building by Israel was not 
a decisive obstacle to peace. 

Criticism of the media 
Alongside German politicians, it was the media which were singled out for particular 
criticism. The tenor of the remarks was that the media were frequently critical of, or 
hostile to, Israel. Eva Schulz-Jander from Kassel has in this respect already applied 
her conclusions at local level. She has in recent years given up using the newsletter 
of Kassel‘s Gesellschaft für Christlich-Jüdische Zusammenarbeit (Society for 
Christian-Jewish Cooperation) to spread the “bad news” about the Israel-Palestine 
confl ict. “I now prefer to bring positive news from Israel”, she says, expressing her 
amazement that reports concerning, for example, scientifi c research or modern art 
in Israel so rarely fi nd mention in the German media. However, a nuanced picture 
of Israel can only be given by people who have themselves been given nuanced 
information. 

A signal to Jews resident in Germany 
Alongside concrete lobbying work for Israel there is also another level of activity 
which is positively acknowledged even by critics of the congress: Many see in the 
emergence of a broad-based structure in Germany for the defense of Israel a strong 
signal to those Jews living in the country. According to Eva Schulz-Jander, this signal 
is very necessary. She knows of Jews who, in the wake of protests - some of which 
turned aggressive - against the Israeli military action of May 2010, have been afraid 
of being recognized as Jews in the street. In the very same month the initiators of 
the congress met in Wüstenrot and agreed to take counter-measures. The feeling 
that the climate in Germany is turning hostile must surely have played a role here. 

“Death to the Jews” on the Römerberg in Frankfurt
This hostility was also experienced by Sacha Stawski. The congress organizer and 
gifted speaker had only one single moment during his numerous appearances 
on Sunday which really rattled him. This was when he reported on an anti-Israel 
demonstration on the Römerberg in Frankfurt. Here his tale began to falter. Some 
of the demonstrators frightened him. They burned an Israeli fl ag and chanted 
“Death to the Jews”. Stawski did not resort to dramatic words to give voice to his 
incomprehension of such hate-fi lled outbursts. But it was written all over his face. 
Perhaps it is this hatred with its frightening implications that has led the friends of 
Israel to seek closer ties with one another. 

Martin Sehmisch 
nh24, November 1, 2010
http://www.nordhessische.de/news.php?id=1674



Yohanan Plesner hopes "Germany will have the guts and 
wisdom to send a clear message,” because Germany and Israel 

share the same values. 

Frankfurt. Kadima’s director-general and MK Yohanan Plesner told over 
1,000 Israel supporters on Sunday at a historic German conference 
titled Together for Israel, devoted exclusively to promoting solidarity and 
security for the Jewish state, that “we need a Germany that not only 
talks the talk, but a Germany that will face the Iranian threat.” 

Plesner echoed the criticisms of many of the speakers and participants 
who argued that the German government was not meeting its 
international responsibility to stop Iran’s alleged drive to obtain nuclear 
weapons. “German companies are profi ting from Iran,” Plesner said. “It 
is in Germany’s interest – not only morally and ethically – to face Iran 
before it becomes a nuclear threat. This is a real threat, and this real 
threat requires real action.” He added that he hopes that “Germany will 
have the guts and wisdom to send a clear message,” because Germany 
and Israel share the same values.

Speaking to a diverse group of over 80 organizations including pro-
Israel Christian groups, Yoram Ben-Ze’ev, Israel’s ambassador to 
Germany, declared that this was the fi rst time that he had “spoken 
in front of so many friends of Israel in Germany.” Ben-Ze’ev criticized 
the “tendency in Germany to delegitimize” Israel and the “negative 
reporting” about the Jewish state in German press.

In addition to Iran’s foreign policy, a German parliamentary resolution 
from July, which many observers view as tainted by anti-Israeli bias, 
dominated many of the conference panels and discussions at the 
Frankfurt event. The resolution, which was passed unanimously by 
all German parties, called for an independent investigation of the 
violence on the Mavi Marmara and an immediate end to the blockade 
of Gaza. The resolution slammed Israel for allegedly violating the 
principle of proportionality during the May 31 incident in which nine 
Turkish activists were killed by Israeli naval commandos who were 
violently attacked while boarding the ship.

Gitta Connemann, an MP from Chancellor Angela Merkel’s Christian 
Democratic Union (CDU) who voted for the resolution, said “it 
cannot be the message of this event that the German Bundestag is 
positioned fundamentally against Israel.” Connemann and MP Jerzy 
Montag, a Green Party MP who passionately defended the resolution, 
are members of the German-Israeli parliamentary group set up to 
foster greater cooperation between the two countries.

Montag and Connemann were noticeably irritated by the criticisms of 
the pro-Israeli crowd, including Jochen Feilcke, the head of the German-
Israeli friendship society in Berlin Potsdam, and Prof. Gert Weisskirchen, 
a former Social Democratic Party MP and leading expert on European 
anti-Semitism. Feilcke reminded the German lawmakers that Merkel 
had told the Knesset in 2008 that Germany should not provide “advice” 
from outside and interfere in Israel’s security objectives. Feilcke, a 
former CDU MP, termed the resolution “counterproductive, and it 

does not serve the security interests” of Israel. Weisskirchen said “it 
is not the function of the Bundestag” to attack Israel, and he could 
not recall a time in which such a “turning point” in terms of German-
Israeli relations took place. Israeli diplomats have previously criticized 
Montag for his pro-Palestinian advocacy work instead of focusing on his 
role as chairman of parliamentary group devoted to advancing Israel’s 
security.

Lothar Klein, a CDU city councilman from Dresden and former MEP, 
explained the support of resolution as coming because “many of the 
members of the German parliament orient themselves toward public 
opinion,” which is largely anti-Israel. Klein, one of the key supporters 
of Israel in the state of Saxony in eastern Germany, criticized Germany 
for being the “most important trade partner of Iran.”

Montag’s attempts to defend the resolution prompted a wave of boos 
from the packed auditorium. His fellow Green Party MP Volker Beck, 
who also voted for the resolution, was met with displeasure from the 
audience for his focus on lifting the Gaza blockade and criticizing 
Israeli settlements during his talk.

Responding to Beck, Sacha Stawski, the key organizer of the 
conference, defended the blockade and said the “background of 
the Gaza blockade is not mentioned,” adding that Israel could not 
allow weapons to be delivered to Hamas, an act which the blockade 
prevents. Ben-Ze’ev insisted that “the settlements are not the main 
problem.”Stawski told The Jerusalem Post that “we wanted to send a 
signal outside and inside that Israel is not alone.”

Dieter Graumann, vice president of Germany’s Central Council of 
Jews in Germany and probable successor to its current president, 
Charlotte Knobloch, sharply criticized German MPs for visiting Iran 
in October and meeting with regime fi gures who repress women. 
Graumann singled out Claudia Roth, who purports to be a feminist 
but said that she had subjugated herself to the mullahs by wearing 
a head scarf. He called the German legislators’ trip a “scandal” for 
meeting with Teheran’s parliamentary chairman, Ali Larijani, who 
denied the Holocaust in Munich in 2009, and Iranian Foreign Minister 
Manouchehr Mottaki, who opened the Holocaust denial conference 
in 2006. Graumann called the German-Iranian trade relationship a 
“disgrace” because Germany was conducting fl ourishing business with 
the “world champion of anti-Semitism.” Graumann said the German 
Green Party informed him that “if we do not conduct business with the 
Iranians then others will do it.”

He insisted there was a “wall of silence” among German politicians 
from all parties and in trade associations about their business deals 
with the Iranian regime. 

Yohanan Plesner hopes "Germany will have the guts and wisdom to 
send a clear message,” because Germany and Israel share the same 
values. 

By Benjamin Weinthal, Jerusalem Post, November 2, 2010
http://www.jpost.com/LandedPages/PrintArticle.aspx?id=193615

Kadima MK calls on German gov’t to confront Iran
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