
ANTI-SEMITISM

FIG
HTI

NG

AN
TI-S

EM
ITIS

M

�If a visitor from a faraway galaxy were to land at an American or Canadian university and
peruse some of the petitions that were circulating around the campus, he would probably
come away with the conclusion that the Earth is a peaceful and fair planet with only one
villainous nation determined to destroy the peace and to violate human rights. That nation
would not be Iraq, Libya, Serbia, Russia, or Iran...It would be Israel.�1

Alan Dershowitz,
Professor of Law, Harvard Law School

�Criticism of Israel has become very similar to anti-Semitism. There exists in it a rejection
of the Jewish people�s right to express its identity in its state; and Israel isn�t judged
according to the same criteria that are applied to other countries. If anti-Semites once
aspired to live in a world rid of Jews, today anti-Semitism�s goal is apparently a world
cleansed of the Jewish state.�2

Per Ahlmark,
former Swedish deputy prime minister

�You declare that you do not hate the Jews, you are merely anti-Zionist. And I say, let the
truth ring forth from the high mountaintops, let it echo through the valleys of God�s green
earth: when people criticize Zionism, they mean Jews.�3

Martin Luther King



INTRODUCTION
ew phenomena are as deeply rooted in human
history as anti-Semitism. The same hatred that left
its indelible mark on various religions and cultures

throughout two millennia still exists.

After the Holocaust, once the dangers of anti-Semitism
became abundantly clear, many believed the phenomenon
would disappear. And indeed, for most of the last half a
century, it seemed that � at least in enlightened and
democratic societies � anti-Semitism was declining. Over
the past few years, however, the tide has turned. Instead of a
continual decline and disappearance of anti-Semitism, we
have seen a rapid and dramatic rise in both classic anti-
Semitism �expressed in violent attacks on Jewish targets
worldwide �and a new anti-Semitism directed against the
State of Israel and the Jewish people�s right to a nation-
state.

Under the new anti-Semitism, prejudices, blood libels, and
double standards once leveled at the individual Jew are
addressed to the personification of collective Jewry � the
State of Israel. The demonization of the Jew as the source of
all evil has now targeted the Jewish state. The manifesta-
tions differ somewhat, but the essence remains: The Jew
and his country are the embodiment of evil, responsible for
the maladies of this world; they bear the blame and should
disappear.

Demonization of the Jewish people hasn�t been this intensive
and rapid since the 1930s. As opposed to the past, the new
anti-Semitism runs rampant not only among the uneducated
fringes of society. Today, the press, parliaments, and
campuses have all become the battlefield in the war against
raging anti-Semitism. Anti-Semitic views are openly pro-
pagated in the bastions of enlightened society and among
people, movements, and institutions identified with libera-
lism, progress, and human rights.

We have long lived in denial. Israel considered classic anti-
Semitism the problem of Diaspora Jewry, while Diaspora
Jewry saw anti-Israeli propaganda as an internal Israeli
issue. Now the link between classic anti-Semitism and anti-
Israeli incitement is clear to all. In this existential war, we
must fight together.

The State of Israel sees itself today as playing a central role
in the struggle against anti-Semitism, investing great
diplomatic and other effort in fighting this phenomenon.
Accordingly, the Israeli government has marked January 27
�Holocaust Commemoration Day in Europe �as the day for
battling anti-Semitism. This act demonstrates our solidarity
with different parts of the Jewish people, both in Israel and in
the Diaspora; our responsibility to the entire Jewish nation;
and Israel�s commitment to do everything in its power to
defeat this epidemic of anti-Semitism, which endangers the
Jewish people, the State of Israel, and the world.

HOW DOES ONE COMBAT ANTI-SEMITISM? Mostly by
information and public relations. This brochure, pre-
pared by the Jerusalem Center for Public Affairs and the
Office of the Minister for Diaspora and Jerusalem Affairs, is
intended for all those eager to take part in the information
campaign and be goodwill ambassadors for the State of
Israel and the Jewish people in these difficult days; anyone
prepared to explain, warn, and holler; all who cannot look on
passively from the sidelines as events transpire. This is our
responsibility as a state, as part of the Jewish people, and as
citizens of the world.

Natan Sharansky
Minister for Diaspora and Jerusalem Affairs
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ANTI-SEMITISM: QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
�Anti-Semitism has always existed. It has gone
hand-in-hand with Judaism for the past 2,500
years. Why are we suddenly waking-up? What�s
all the fuss?�

Since the year 2000, a torrent of anti-Semitism has

swept the world. Torchings of synagogues and paint-

ing of swastikas have unfortunately become common-

place. Jewish sites have been attacked, and Jews

assaulted on the streets. For the first time in years,

Jewish communities dare not demonstrate their

Judaism, lest they fall victim.4 In France, for example,

the situation has become so volatile that the chief

rabbi has urged Jews not to wear kippot in public.5

Sixty years after the Holocaust, many Jews worldwide

feel that the gravity of these events recalls Europe in

the 1930s, and unless we take action, matters may

deteriorate further.

Fanning the current upsurge of anti-Semitism is

aggressive propaganda disseminated on an unprece-

dented scale via modern-day technology. Millions of

people watch television series portraying ghastly

blood libels and visit Internet hate sites, making this

wave of anti-Semitism the most daunting and dange-

rous yet.

Moreover, in the past few years we have faced an

ever-growing anti-Semitism directed at the State of

Israel. The prime characteristic of this �new anti-

Semitism�is not in actions but in words �words that

demonize the State of Israel.

�What is so �new�about this anti-Semitism?�

The �new�anti-Semitism attacks not the individual

Jew but the Jews as a collective entity �Israel, the

Jewish state.

Classic anti-Semitism targeted Jews as members of a

religious or ethnic group, depriving them of their basic

right to live as equal partners in a free society. The

new anti-Semitism focuses on the Jewish nation,

challenging the Jewish national identity represented

by the State of Israel. As Prof. Irwin Cotler, today

Canada�s Minister of Justice, stated so poignantly:

�Traditional anti-Semitism denied Jews the right to

live as equal members of society, but the new anti-

Jewishness denies the right of the Jewish people to

live as an equal member of the family of nations.�6

Religious, ethnic and �new�anti-Semitism all depict

the Jew as the root of all evil:

Religious anti-Semitism blamed the Jews for killing
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Vandalized synagogue. France, 2002



Jesus, who is believed to be the son of God. Ethnic,

�racist�anti-Semitism blamed them for poisoning the

world with their behavior and ideas. Today, the new

anti-Semites present Israel as the ultimate evil,

responsible for all the world�s tragedies and ills.

According to the European Union�s Eurobarometer

Survey at the end of 2003, approximately

60% of Europeans consider Israel a threat to

world peace �more so than Libya, North

Korea, or Iran.7

Such demonization can be fatal. In the Middle

Ages, Jews were denied many rights, con-

fined to ghettos, exiled, and murdered be-

cause of religious anti-Semitism. And in the

early 20th century, religious and ethnic anti-

Semitism set the stage for the Holocaust.

Today, the new anti-Semitism delegitimizes

the Jewish state, turning Israel into a pariah

among nations, which could even lead to its

annihilation.

The new anti-Semitism stems from

three sources:

1. Radical Islam. Both in the Islamic world and in

Muslim communities in the west, this most virulent

and dangerous strain of anti-Semitism calls for the

destruction of Israel and the murder of Jews as well as

terrorism and other violence against the Jewish state

and Jewish communities in the Diaspora. Deadly,

blatant anti-Semitism is broadcast throughout the

Islamic world�via television, satellite, and Internet�

reaching millions of households worldwide.

2. The extreme Right and neo-Nazis. Invoking the

motifs propagated by Hitler�s Germany, these groups

perpetuate ethnic anti-Semitism in its classic form.

3. The extreme Left. Using rhetoric developed

largely by the Soviet Union after the 1967 Six Day

War, these anti-Semites �cloaked in anti-Zionism �

convict Israel of every Western European sin of the

last century: colonialism, Nazism, imperialism, and

racism.8

�Perhaps this�wave of anti-Semitism�is nothing
more than condemnation of Israel�s policies.
Where, exactly, does one draw the line between
legitimate criticism and anti-Semitism?�

Criticism is an integral part of democracy. Of course,

Israel and its politics can be critiqued like any other

state. Anti-Semitism, however, differs from criticism

of Israel in four ways:

1. Demonization of Israel and the Jewish People

For thousands of years, Jews purportedly embodied
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all the evil in the world; they were diabolical, inhu-

man. Today Israel faces the same demonization;

comparisons with the Nazi and Soviet regimes asso-

ciate Israel with the worst evils of the modern world.

Banners, articles, and caricatures equating Israel�s

prime minister with Hitler, and the Star of David with

the swastika, are now commonplace in Western mass

media and demonstrations.

The Independent,

a British daily, ac-

cused Israel of

adopting Nazi tac-

tics. Polish priest

Henrik Yankovsky

likened the Star of

D a v i d t o t h e

swastika and the

Soviet hammer

and sickle.9

Even at events

d i s a s s o c i a t e d

from the State of

Israel � the pro-

test against the

I n t e r n a t i o n a l

Monetary Fund in

t h e s p r i n g o f

2 0 0 2 , o r t h e

demonstrations

against the Iraq

War �many posters compare Israel and the Nazis.

In December 2003, the comedian Dieudonné

appeared on French national television dressed as an

ultra-Orthodox Jew and proclaimed, with a Hitler

salute, �Heil Israel!�10

Demonstrators at the World Conference against

Racism in Durban carried signs equating Zionism with

racism and apartheid. The Protocols of the Elders of

Zion, Mein Kampf, and modern-day blood-libels were

distributed in the streets. Jewish counterdemonstra-

tors were physically threatened.11
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�Don�t feel guilty, my brother; we were in Auschwitz and

Dachau not to suffer but to learn.�

Ethnos, a Greek daily newspaper, April 7, 2002

From �The New Anti-Semitism,�an article published in the

New York newspaper, December 2003

Above: Pro-Palestinian demonstration in Brussels, 2000

Below: Demonstration in Washington DC, opposite hotel hosting

diplomatic talks



A Greek daily caricatured two Israeli soldiers slaugh-

tering innocent people. One soldier says to the other:

�Don�t feel guilty, my brother; we were in Auschwitz

and Dachau not to suffer but to learn.�12

2. The Use of Religious Hate Themes against Israel

Religious themes, always an integral part of religious

anti-Semitism, are now used in propaganda against

Israel:

The Italian dai-

ly La Stampa

pub l i shed a

cartoon por-

t r a y i ng t h e

IDF siege of

the Church of

N a t i v i t y i n

B e t h l e h e m

(where fugitive

Pa les t in ians

took over the

C h u r c h b y

force of arms

and held the

clergy and others in the Church hostage) by showing

an Israeli tank turned on the infant Jesus. The baby

asks: �Surely they don�t want to kill me again?!�13

The myth of Jews baking Passover matzo with blood

continues to captivate the Islamic world, most re-

cently in the television program Exile, viewed on

Hezbollah�s Al-Manar channel by millions of Muslim

households throughout Europe.

An Independent cartoon featured Israeli prime minis-

ter Ariel Sharon feasting on Palestinian youth, based

on Goya�s famous painting Saturn Devouring His

Children.14 Despite protests, the UK press complaints

commission cleared the cartoon. which won the

Political Cartoon Society�s UK �Political Cartoon of

the Year�award for 2003.

These images �so closely associated in the European

consciousness with millennia of enmity � go far

beyond legitimate public criticism, igniting hatred

against Israel and the Jewish people.

3. International Double Standards

One hallmark of classic anti-Semitism was different

laws for Jews and non-Jews: activities, communities,

educational institutions, and many other venues were

closed to the Jew. Today discrimination is directed

towards the State of Israel: Actions committed by

other countries which are accepted by the world are

condemned when taken by the Jewish State.
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�Surely they don�t want to kill me again?!�

La Stampa, Italy, April 3, 2002

The Independent, England, January 27, 2003



Israel is often measured by different standards

than other countries

n Israel is the only country denied any status in

United Nations regional assemblies. Within the

U.N.�s major decision-making bodies and specia-

lized agencies, Israel is systemically and systema-

tically singled out for discrimination. In general,

the U.N. treats Israel differently from other coun-

tries.15

n Magen David Adom, Israel�s humanitarian aid

agency, is excluded from the International Fede-

ration of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies.

n Within the international academic community are

frequent appeals to boycott Israeli researchers and

students �due to their country�s �human-rights

violations��but not those from countries such as

Saudi Arabia (where women and minorities have

no rights whatsoever) or Egypt (where human-

rights activists are repeatedly imprisoned).

4. Denial of Israel�s Right to Exist

The Jewish people has no right to a national home-

land, and Israel is not a Jewish state�such claims are

increasingly popular among Western intellectuals.

This disenfranchisement, applied to no other people

in the world, clearly exceeds �legitimate criticism�of

Israel.

In the words of Martin Luther King, the denial or

attack of the Jewish people�s right to a state is �the

denial of the same right, the right to self-determi-

nation, which we grant to African nations, and all

other nations of the world. In short, this is anti-

Semitism.�

Palestinian and Muslim terrorist organizations also

deny the existence of the State of Israel. They

unabashedly murder Jews and work to annihilate

Israel, seeing both as their religious duty. Further-

more, countries such as Iran and (formerly) Iraq call

for Israel�s destruction, threatening the use of nuclear

weapons to achieve this goal.

�The premise that double standards are leveled
against Israel internationally is rather implau-
sible. Perhaps virtually all U.N. member coun-
tries condemn Israel so frequently because
Israel deserves it, and shouldn�t hide behind
claims of anti-Semitism.�

However hard to believe, the United Nations

indeed applies double standards to Israel. A few

examples:

n The World Conference against Racism in

Durban, South Africa: This event turned into a

conference of racism against Israel, the only state
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�History has an interesting tendency of repeating itself�

Nation, Kenya, April 2002



singled out for censure. Countries guilty of crimes

against humanity, and of violating every imagina-

ble human right, accused Israel of apartheid and

racism.16

n The Conference of the Contracting Parties to

the Geneva Conventions: Israel became the

first nation in fifty-two years to come under

country-specific indictment, while the horrors of

Cambodia, Rwanda, or Sudan have never incurred

a contracting party�s condemnation.

n U.N. Commission on Human Rights: Thirty

percent (!) of all resolutions condemn Israel alone,

while the world�s major human-rights violators

enjoy immunity.17

n While virtually ignoring the ghastly killing fields of

the modern world, the U.N. devoted a month of

deliberations and condemnations to Israel�s�Jenin

Massacre�18 � a massacre which the U.N. itself

ultimately admitted never took place.

�The Muslim world is anti-Israeli, not anti-
Semitic. The Muslims hate Israel for its treat-
ment of the Palestinians; they don�t hate Jews
because they�re Jews.�

This is not accurate. In the Muslim world, anti-Jewish

incitement abounds.19

In fact, Muslims rarely

differentiate between

Jews and Israelis; the

latter are even portrayed

in religious garb to ac-

centuate their Jewish-

ness. And Arab leaders and clergy are increasingly

recycling classic, Christian anti-Semitic legends, such

as Jews�drinking children�s blood and baking matzo

with it.20

The effect of these motifs has intensified manifold via

modern technology, reaching millions of people

simultaneously. Moreover, Muslims in the west have

been greatly influenced by the propaganda produced

in the Arab world �hence the recent wave of Muslim

crimes against Jews there.

Other indicators
of Muslim anti-
Semitism:

n At the Orga-

nization of

the Islamic

Conference

summit in

O c t o b e r

2003 in

Malaysia,

P r i m e

M i n i s t e r

Mohammad Mahathir �one of the most moderate

Muslim leaders�spoke of the conflict between the

Muslim and Jewish worlds (not between the

Muslim world and Israel). The heads of more than

fifty Muslim countries present applauded.21

n The Protocols of the Elders of Zion, the century-old

anti-Semitic tract, has become a best-seller in

Arab countries.

n Hitler�s Mein Kampf has been published in Arabic,

and sales are widespread.
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n Lengthy, anti-Semitic television series were re-

cently aired in Egypt and Syria. Drawing heavily on

The Protocols of the Elders of Zion, these programs

portray rabbis torturing innocent victims, murde-

ring children to drain their blood, etc.

n Official Palestinian television broadcast a sermon

by Imam Ahmed abu Halbiyeh in which he

exhorted: �Jews must be slaughtered and tor-

tured; Allah will torture them through your

hands.... Any place you run into them... kill

them!�22

n In the first half of 2002, the EU�s European

Monitoring Center on Racism and Xenophobia

(EUMC) noted significant Muslim involvement in

attacks against Jewish targets in Europe.23

�Even if Muslim anti-Semitism exists, it�s inten-
sified by the Middle East conflict. Once this
problem is solved, the anti-Semitism will also
disappear. Perhaps instead of investing so much
effort in fighting anti-Semitism, we should
concentrate on promoting the peace process.� The new anti-Semitism is not a result of the absence

of peace, nor even one of its factors. Deep-seated

hatred of the Jewish people and Israel fuels the armed

struggle against the Jewish state. As long as blatant

anti-Semitic incitement characterizes Palestinian and

Arab propaganda, peace will remain elusive. The

denial of Israel�s right to exist, its portrayal as a

colonialist entity that must �return to Europe,�its

incessant demonization throughout the Arab world �

all fan the flames of hatred and block the road to

peace.

Those who seek peace between Israel and its

neighbors must relentlessly battle anti-Semitic influ-

ence.
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Sharon portrayed as a vampire and cannibal

On right: appeared in Al-Kifah, Saudi Arabia, October 21, 2002

On left: appeared in Al-Haqiqa, Egypt, May 5, 2001

Poster distributed in San Francisco, April 2002



�Europe�s new anti-Semitism, directed against
Israel, is unpleasant but harmless. By and large,
its propagators come from the upper class;
they�re enlightened and cultured. Unlike the
anti-Semites of the extreme Right, they�re not
violent; unlike the Muslim anti-Semites, they�re
not terrorists. What�s so dangerous about the
new anti-Semitism?�

The new anti-Semitism has trickled down from

political and intellectual extremists into mainstream

European thinking. Attitudes once concealed for fear

of controversy have turned �politically correct�over

the past three years. As the academic and media

elites shape public opinion, policy-makers and

thinkers are expressing more anti-Semitism (some-

times even in classic form). For instance:

n The French weekly Le Nouvel Observateur repor-

ted that Israeli soldiers rape Palestinian women at

checkpoints so the victims will be killed by their

relatives for disgracing the family. Amid protests,

the paper retracted the story.24

n British poet Tom Paulin told the Egyptian press that

Jewish settlers in the West Bank are �Nazis and

racists ... [who] should be shot dead.�25

n Portuguese Nobel Prize winner Jose Saramago

compared the blockaded Palestinian city of Ra-

mallah to Auschwitz.26

These slurs affect what transpires �on the street.�In

view of the history of European anti-Semitism, Isra-

el�s demonization, its �Nazification,�and the denial of

its right to exist all lead to violence against Jewish

communities. It is no accident that Jewish children are

often assaulted after left-wing demonstrations in

Europe.
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Moreover, the new anti-Semites often collaborate with

Muslim and extreme Right elements. Throughout

Europe, �liberal�left-wing demonstrators join right-

wing nationalists and Muslim extremists in chanting,

�Death to the Jews!� and burning Israeli flags.

Cooperation between Muslim extremists and neo-

Nazis is also widespread in anti-Semitic Internet sites.

Though neo-Nazism is ostensibly inimical to Islam,

Jew hatred makes strange bedfellows.

�Perhaps the new anti-Semitism endangers
Jews in the Diaspora, but surely it�s merely a
nuisance to the State of Israel. Shouldn�t we deal
with more important issues?�

The principal danger of the new anti-Semitism con-

cerns the State of Israel. The constant vilification of

Israel and the Jewish people serves as a concrete,

existential, long-term threat. When Israel is consis-

tently deemed the root of all evil, it becomes an

outcast amongst the family of nations. A country

ostracized and shunned cannot survive.

Additionally, the new anti-Semitism may disconnect

Diaspora Jewry from Judaism and the State of Israel.

If Jews fear sending their kids to Jewish schools or

identifying with Israel, both the Jewish people and the

Jewish state will be in jeopardy.

These issues demand our attention.

�Though anti-Semitism has increased in Europe,
anti-Muslim sentiments �particularly after 9/11
�have increased much more. Anti-Islamism is
the greater concern, not anti-Semitism.�

There are far more hate crimes against Jews in Europe

than against Muslims, though there are tenfold, and in
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From a Saudi Internet site, www.mahjoob.com, July 22, 2001

�Charles Manson, the assassin of Sharon Tate-Polanski,

in the service of the Zionist devil�

From a Swedish Internet site, www.44an.com



some countries even twenty-fold, more Muslims than

Jews. In France, for example, there have been three

to four times more anti-Semitic incidents since 2000

than anti-Muslim ones, despite ten times more

Muslims there than Jews. And whereas Muslims

committed most of the violence against Jews, not

one attack against Muslims during this period was

perpetrated by a Jew.27

The United States is no different. Proportionally, hate

crimes against Jews exceed those against any other

religious or ethnic community in America. According

to the FBI, two of every three religiously instigated

hate crimes in the United States involve Jewish

targets.28

�Most European leaders have condemned anti-
Semitism, and many countries have outlawed it.
What more can we ask of European govern-
ments?�

n Much of Europe has long denied anti-Semitism. For

example, for a long time, France�s top political

echelons stated defiantly that anti-Semitism does

not exist in their country. Only in 2003 did this

position change. The first step in combating anti-

Semitism is admitting its existence.

n Anti-Semitic activity must be reported, not ex-

cused as mere �hooliganism.�As stated by the

Lawyers�Committee on Human Rights, �Informa-

tion regarding anti-Semitic incidents must be

made available to the general public in order to

act against these phenomena.�29

n Anti-Semitic broadcasts must be barred by law.

n Anti-Semitic incitement in the press and on the

Internet must be prohibited. In 2002, there were

more than 3,000 active anti-Semitic Internet sites,

and their number is growing.30

n Tolerance must be taught in schools.

n European countries must demand that all Arab

nations with which they have economic and

diplomatic ties produce and export no anti-Semitic

incitement. Continued diplomatic relations should

hinge on this issue.

n Perhaps most important: �EUMC requests that

state authorities acknowledge at the highest level

the extraordinary dangers posed by anti-Semitic

violence in the European context.�31

WHAT CAN I DO?

Awareness of anti-Semitism and its dan-

gers is the first step. Furthermore, each of

us must have the facts on the tip of our

tongue and share them with everyone we

meet �especially abroad. In this informa-

tion campaign, we must all be ambassa-

dors of the Jewish people and the State of

Israel.

History has taught us that anti-Semitism

always begins with the Jews, but it never

ends there. Wemust act now before it�s too

late.
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Sharon as a vampire

From a Swedish Internet site, www.indymedia.com, August 13, 2003

Defamatory graffiti on a Jewish community building, Venezuela


